The Kabul Campaign.
hands, whilst if they had presented themselves armed as Afridis, they would have been treated as enemies by Eakars, Alizais, aud Waziris. The Government would do well to rid itself of these men: the affair at the Peiwar Kotal was a grave Warning of how little they could be trusted in the face of the enemy. An w evil of this sort cannot he glossed over ; to minimise it is to be guilty of inexcusable folly. If dealt with where its manifestations are small, it may be stamped out, but to overlook it, and to retain the system which makes it possible, is to challenge fate to inflict upon the army a grave disaster, having its origin in the blow to the confidence of our native soldiers, caused by the treachery, at some critical moment, of men who are only bound to us by the frail bond of a monthly wage. Henceforth no native should be enlisted as a soldier who is not a born subject of the Empress.
1 n this connection we are led to remark upon the paucity of officers with native regiments. It may well be that officers have endeavoured to make up for a paucity of leaders, by securing what was deemed a more warlike class of recruit. If - this surmise be correct a double portion of blame must rest upon the present system. At Ali Musjid, a regiment, the 27th N. I., fell, by the death of two officers, to be commanded by a sub-lieutenanfc. At the Peiwar Kotal officers grouped themselves, instinctively, to charge the stone walls which sheltered the enemy, and their men followed them in groups. We do not hesitate to say the commonest resolution on the part of the Afghans would have led to the destruction of the little knots of officers, and to the hopeless rout of their disorganised soldiery. The campaign will have done much if it open the eyes of the Government to the fighting weakness of the present system. The warning given by the Umbeyla campaign was unheeded, will the warning repeated now in Afghanistan also be scorned ? The Government must surely be struck by the fact, tha.t no matter how trumpery a skirmish may be, it is sure to result in a loss of officers. There must be a grave yeason for this; either the officers are reckless of their duties as commanders or they are compelled to make -up by personal exposure for the comparative small ness of their numbers. The dilemma is inexorable, for in either case, the system as a system is condemned.
When we regard the plan of hostilities we confess to some amazement. No rule of war is better established than that which would concentrate the efforts of a government against the points of greatest resistance. Now, in the present instance, Sher AH had but one plan to follow. He bent all his energies to defend CabuL If defeated, his only line of retreat was that